MUSICAL NOTES
As yet, no submissionson live performanceshave been receivedfrom the readers
of the Bulletin. Feel free to sendmaterial for this column to me careof the Bulletin,
so that we can have a balancedview of live performance acrossthe country.

****
A recent visitor to Brandon was singer/songwriter Jon Sirkis from Boulder,
Colorado. Jon frequently performs in Canada,and hasanother Canadian connection in that he recorded his latest cassette,'The Wild West' in Vancouver. Several
Canadian musicianstook part in the recording including Daniel Lapp of Spirit of
the West. Jon's live performance in Brandon waswell attended, and he felt it was
the most successfulgig of his mini-tour up to that point. He has an extensive
repertoire of humorous songs,but he prefers, if the audience is sympathetic, to
perform some of his political material. He describeshis music asa 'crossbetween
Donny & Marie Osmondand Van Halen' or as'Gregorian Rap'. His qualifications
include a 'degree in Celsius from B.T.V.'. Jon's live performance includes
between-songobservationson various aspectsof life, spicedwith a gentle humour,
which provide insight into someV.S. political issuesin particular.
I talked to Jon after his concert and he revealedthat for the last sevenor eight
yearshe hasorganiseda Septemberfolk festival in Boulder, Colorado. The festival
has usually included about 60 acts,and hasbeen run on a budget of about $10,000.
Sadly,it may not be held this year,asthere is a limit to how much Jon cancontribute
of his time on a volunteer basis. Jon mentioned how impressedhe is with the level
of funding available for music in Canada. He was on the Arts Commission in
Colorado which had a total yearly budget of about $50,000for the whole state. So
although we might grumble about the state of live music in Canada, some other
places have it worse.

****
A newband, the Armchair Radicals,is burgeoningin Brandon. The group includes
well-known Manitoba singer-songwriterMurray D. Evans,who is fresh from the
acclaimedreleaseof his self-titled tape, and button accordion player GeoffButler,
late of the band Figgy Duff. The Armchair Radicals have already performed live
at a number of local venuesto an enthusiasticreception. They playa wide variety
of contemporary and traditional folk music, including original material, and they
describetheir music as'post new-ageprairie Celtic cubist folk fusion'. They will be
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touring acrosswestern Canadathis summer.
****
The JacquesLussierband from Winnipeg haveplayedin Brandon twice in the last
few months, as well as at a number of gigs in Winnipeg. The band's lineup has
altered somewhatin recent times, but it is anchoredby singer/songwriterJacques
Lussier,who playsguitar and a hot mandolin, andBill Spornitz,a meansaxophonist
who also has 'his beginnerspermit in Accordion Sciences'.The group includes a
lot of original material, both in French and in English, in their repertoire. While
their original music is for listening (in my opinion) rather than dancing, these
seasonedperformers ensuredthat everyoneat the Brandon Folk Music and Arts
Festival associationhad a rocking good time at the Christmassocial.

****
Speaking of the Brandon Folk Music and Arts Festival association,it is only by
the efforts of these sterling volunteers that we are able to hear live folk music
from acrossCanada in Brandon. This is true acrossthe country from the St.
John's Folk Music Club to Winnipeg's Red River Folk Connection and west. So
volunteer for your local folk music association-- in the words of Jon Sirkis,
"Going to a folk concert is more fun than football and almost as important".
Live music is best!
Louise Quinn
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