OBITUARIES

BARBARA CASS-BEGGS (1904-1990)
On September 13, 1990, Barbara
Cass-Beggs died in Ottawa after a
short illness. With her death the
Canadian Folk Music Society lost
a long-time supporter who was
also an honorary member.

Barbara came to Canada from Eng-
land in 1939 and settled in
Toronto where her husband David
taught engineering at the Univer-
sity of Toronto. She was already
a well-known mnusician and was
particularily concerned with music
education for young children.
Because she used folk songs in her
teaching, she joined the Canadian
Folk Music Society shortly after
Dr. Barbeau founded it, and was an
active member of the board until
a few years ago. Barbara and I
collaborated in preparing a Ref-
erence List on Canadian Folk
Music in 1966, a 1list that has
been revised and updated several
time since. For a number of years
she represented the Society in
trying to get a Barbeau House
established in Ottawa.

When her husband David went to
Saskatchewan to head the Sas-
katchwan Power Commission they
lived in Regina for several years
and Barbara collected some folk
songs, the first from that prov-
ince. As a result she produced to
two little pamphlets, Eight Songs
from Saskatchewan and Seven Metis
Songs, and A Folkways record,
Folk Songs of Saskatchewan which
are still the main published
sources of Saskatchewan songs.
She also initiated a series of
Junior Concerts to expose school-
age children to live performances
of music, bringing in musicians
and singers, many of whom were
folksingers. These led to the
Saskatchewan Junior Concert So-
ciety which eventually expanded

HELEN CREIGHTON (1899-1989)

In December 1989, our society
lost its honorary president, Dr.
Helen Creighton of Dartmouth,
Nova Scotia. She was one of
Canada's foremost folklorists,
known throughout the continent
for her pioneer work in collect-
ing the songs and stories of the
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