
Canadian Folk Festival Directory

We try to produce a listing of all festivals in Canada with significant traditional music content, with as much information on them
as possible given our space constraints, but realistically we fall short of our goal. Some festivals we don't know about, some don't
respond, some have personnel changes and we lose touch. We get information from other agencies, but these vary widely in the
amount and kind of information they give us.

We would appreciate being given information on festivals which should be included and aren't. And if you have a flat-rate long
distance phone plan, or Internet access and time on your hands, and want to help out, we'd be happy to hive off part of the task of
maintaining this directory to enthusiastic volunteers. [JL]

ALBERTA JanUaIY 22, 21XX1

SQUARE DANCE JAMBOREE. Hami.n
(204) 764-2108

JanUaIY 22, 21XX1

WINTER BLUES CONCERT. ~ Hammock Marsh
(204) 467-3300

Febroary 1110 20, 21XX1
FESTIVAL DU YOY AGEUR. St-Booiface
(204) 237-7672
.Western Canada's largest winter festival, based on the furtrade~,
sho~ histaical and culnlral treasures of the French-Canadian
heritage, entertainment, international dog sled ~, nditiooal
cuisine"

Mon:h 2611) 28, 21XX1
CARIBOU CARNIVAL Yellowknife
(867) 813-4262

April, 21XX1

SPRING CARNJV AL. TIIktoyakb1k

(867) 573-3401

Early April, 21XX1

SPRING FLING. N<rman Wen.
(867) 581-2238

April 2 11) 4, 21XX1

MAD TRAPPERS' JAMBOREE AkIavik
Aklavik Gwich'iD BaDd Cooncil (867) 918-2351
"Celehnte spring on the Mackenzie Della at oor annual spring
jam~. TnditiooaJ Inuvialuit games"

April 3 11) 5, 2<XKJ
MUSKRAT JAMBOREE. Iouvik
(867) 111-3813

Mid-April, 2<XKJ
BELUGA JAMBOREE TIIktoyakb1k
(867) 911-2286

NUNAVUT

Febrvary 18, 2000
WINNIPEG SC<YrnSH FESTIVAL. Cooventioo Centre, Winnipeg
Elaine n...gias (c.o1Iiomr), ~77 McMeans Ave E, WiDDipeg,
Man. R2C OX8 (204) 224-0032 (fax);
< etbIgias@cily.wiDDipegmb.ca>
"Piping, <k1Imming, highland dance and pipe band competitiOlL'.
wmsh~, cultural displays, evening ceilidb "

Febrvary 19 and 20,2000
SELKIRK'S FESTIVAL ON THE RED. Red River, Selki1Y
(204) 482-9~71
IncluOOs filklling and jigging competitioos

May 13, 2000
Vn'RIWKA SPRING CONCERT Ethelbert
(204) 742-3781
"Ttaditiona1IJtrainian =mmes, dances perf<rnled by chil~ 6 to
17 yean of age, cbora! ensemble"

May 27 and 28, 2000
VESELKA UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL. Teulon
(204) 886-2679

Mlnalf/tTourism. P.O. Box 1450.1qahlit. N.W.T. XOCOHO
l-WX!-491-7910; <nunatour@nunanet.com>;
<WWW.nunatour./Ir.ro>

Etact dares art not always giwn. or art subject to
change-rolling the organiurs to wrifJ befort heading for a
NorThern community is a good idea. We are assuming that cuburol
ew/lrs in First Notions communities will include traditional music.

Mid-January 2(xx)
RETURN OF THE SUN Iqaluit
Leah 0Iak. Iglidik Inullariit EJ..". Society (867) 934-8836;
934-8792 (lax)NORTHWEST TBRRITORIES

Northwest Terrltvrles Resources. Mkllife aNI Economic
Development. Go~mmem of /lie Northwest Terrltvrles. Yellowknife.
N. W. T. XIA 219; <nwItro~l.nt.Ctl>

EKact dates are no' always gi~. or are subject tv
change-caIUng /lie °'1an1zers tv ~rlfy before heading ftJr a
Northem community is a good idea. We are assuming tha, cu/tuml
~nts in Fin' Notions communities will incbJd. traditiOlU/I music.

April 2IXXJ

NA 1TIK FROLICS Kugluktuk
(867) 982-4471; 982-3~ (fax)

April2IXXJ
P AKALLAK TIME Rankin Inlet
Rick Deoi.ooo (867) 645-2895; 645-2146 (fax)

January 2, 1999
SUNRISE FESTIVAL. Inuvilc
(867) 777-2007

Early Man:h, 2000

KAMBAWINrERCARNNAL.HayRiver
(867) 874-6701

Mid-April 2000
rooNIK 11MB. Iqaluit
Dave St. ~i. (867) 979-5617; 979-3712 (fax)

Easler weekend, 2000
KALVIK FROLICS. UmioglDak1XJk.
Arctic Coast VisiD-. ~tre (867) 983-2224; 983-2302 (fax); Peter
KapoIak, UmiOglDak1XJk Hun- aDd rappers
Organiutioo < peIerk@poIametca >

Mid-May 2000
HAMLET DAYS Baker Lake

(867) 793-2874; 793-25f» (fax)

Dept. ofEcOIIOmic Develop-.I Tourism, 307 Ltgiskl"'7P
Bldg., EdmoIIIlNI AI... ~K 2M

AIb.,*, Am Fesli...Lr Ass"., 601 - 10136 100 St. NW,

Edmo"""" AI/1I. T5J OPI; 1-888-878-3378;

<ortjesD@colIYJILYlIKlrt.ab.m>;
< www.discoverolb.,*,.comlan.;-.s">

May 23 to 27, 2(XXJ
CALGARY INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S PES11VAL. In and
0t00Dd the At1s Centre, Calgary
E. Jane Mafty (AdmiDisttatoc), 205 8th A.e. SW, Calgary, Alia.
1'20 OK9; (403) 294-7414 (bus); 294-7425 (fax);
admin@calgarychildfest.org; < www.calgarychildfestocg>
"An annual (eSljval flY families, celebnting internatiooal music,
theatre, dance, puppetry, comedy and moce" Annual.mce 1987.

December 8 to 10, 2(XXJ
CANADA'S COWBOY PESTIVAL. Telus Omvention Centre,

Calgary
Jill SkIIDe, c/o Telus Cooventi.-l Centre, 120 9th Ave. SE, Calgary,
Alia. 1'2G 0P3 (403) 261- 8522 (bus.); 1-800-822-2697 (bus);
261-8510 (Fax); <jtlls@calgary-conventioocom>;
< wwweaJgary-conventioncom >
. A celebntinn of cowboy culture at its best dn"ough an, music,

p<x:try and film. Canada's Cowboy F$ival is an annual event
heading into its sixth year, celebnling 100 Y~ of Western
Heritage" Annual.mce 1995.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Tourism British Co6ullbia, 1117 What! St., Victoria, B. C.
V8W 2Z2; 1-800-663-6000

February 25 to 27, 2(XXJ
RAINCOAST RUCKUS. D<mDC Recreation Centre, Burnaby
Can Denms (004) 464-5019 (res); <cmdennis@uni~ecom>;
< www. VCR. bc. ca/vcountry >
" An in-toWn weekend dance event feawting a focm of country dance

called conttadance Taught by a eaJler (as per square dancing), and
<kxIe to live ~ filkJle music Beginners, couples, singles, all
are welcome; no membership ~uired W~ops are given in <Xher
dance focms, musical inStI11ments, and related areas. ~
tend to lruscend into ecsIasy" Annual .mce 1996.

May 13, 2000
VICTORIA HIGHLAND GAMES. Royal R.-ds University, Vict!Xia
Bill JOOn*J8, c/o VictOOa Highland Games Assn., 2281 Covington
Place, Vic!(xia, B.C. VSN-5RI
(250) 598-8961; 478-4036; 658-2876; 479-7515 (fax);
< shawn hutchings@homecom>

May 20, 2000
COMOX V ALLEY HIGHLAND GAMES. Lewis Park, a..rtenay
Comox Valley Highland Games Soc., Box 1285, Comox, BC
V9N 7Z8 (250) 338-0363; 339-6444; 334-9747 (fax);

<archives@isIand.->

May 27, 2(XXJ
SONS OF SC<m.AND HIGHLAND GAMES. CkJverdale
Chris Main, (004) 435-{1164

May 2<XX1

QA VV ARRVIK CARNN AL. OJ.- Haven

(867) 300-7IS1; 300-7~ (fax)

MANrrOBA

7mwl MaIII...oo. m-155 Carleton Sf, Winnipeg, Mall. R3C
3H8; 1-800-665-0040. eXt. AC6;
<1ImJ://www. .ov.mb. oo/7mwl-Manitoba >

F.arly Much, 2(XXJ
WOOD BUFFALO FROLIC. FM Smith
(867) 872-2014

Mid-March, 2(XXJ
BEAVERTAIL JAMBOREE. FM Simpsoll
(867) 695-3300

March 19, 2(XXJ
TREE OF PEACE ANNUAL TALENT SHOW Yellowknife

(867) 873-2864
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May long wrekend, 2(xx)
OMINGMAK FROLICS. Cambridge Bay
(867) 983-2337; 983-2193 (fax)

ONTARIO

February 4 to 6, 2<XX>
MID-WINTER CELnC FESnvAL. Royal Canadian I"""gion,

Regina
lain MacDonald, Box 132, AvonIea, Sask SOH OCO
(306) 868-2125 (res.); 787-0497 (bus.); 306-868-2126 (fax);

<iain~sk.symaptico.ca> ;
< www.gpfnsk.ca/coIUJre/aJ1s/pipeband/celtic2html>
"The Mid-Winter Celtic Festival is a two-day festival that
in~tes a number of events, including a Celtic I'nb night
(Friday), music and dance perfocmBnces and wlXkshops, a craft fair
and community display, whisky tasting and otI1er demonsttations The
2<XX> event feaUJres a fiddling wlXkshop The festival concludes with
the Mid-Winter Ceilidh, a performance and participation evening
feaUJring ~ acts in Celtic music, along with the b"" band, the City
of Regina Pipe Band" Annual since 1992

Minirtry of CUlm", Tourism.l ReCIMtimr, 77 Bloor St. W,
Toronto, 0rIt. M7A 2R9

OrItario ClWJda Thurism, 1-&:X1-0NTARIO (668-2746);
< WWW.2onMrio.com>

OrItario Council of Folk Festi...Lt, P.O. Box 882,
PeterlJorough, 0rIt. K9J 7A2

April 9, 2000
SPRING MAGIC. Fulton's Pancake Hoose and SugarlJush,
Pakenbam. See April 2.

April 28 and 29, 1999
MULTiCill-ruRAL FESTIVAL. Memocial Centre, Brockville
(613) 345-0920
. A variety of entertainment, ~s, demonstrations and fO(xjs from
anxmd the wlO-ld. "

April 30, 2000
MUSIC DAY. Wheblng Ojihwa Centre, Curve Lake

(705) 657-3661; <wwwwhetung.com>
"Live perfonnances by Fint Nations musicians, ~e selection of
CDs and tapes of ab<riginal, nanlre and classical music can be
sampled. .
May 13 and 14, 2000
COUNTY CELTIC WEEKEND. Coonty Fairgrounds, Picton
Roger St Jean (SecreiIry), PO. Box 2499, Picton, Ont KOK 21"0
(613) 476-8)43; 4764369 (fax); <wwwpec.on.ca/celtic >
Annual since 1996.

Febnlary 12 to 27, 2000
PRINCE ALBERT WINTER FES11V AL Prince Albert
(3~) 764-7595
Includes filkllen' championship, FebnIary 25 and 26.

May 20, 2000
WInTBY FOLK FESTIVAL. Coorthou~ Theatre, Wbid)y
Holmes Hooke, c/o 998 Ronlea Ave, Oshawa, Ont. LIH 2X6
< vitlsplic@icomm.ca>; < wwwicommca/vitisplic>
"One-day inlkxr festival." Annual since 1997

May 26 to 28, 2000
ODA W A POW WOW Ottawa-Nepean Tent & Trailer Park, Nepean
MarX Meens, 12 Stirling Ave., Ottawa, Ont KIP IPS
(613) 722-3811 (bus.); 722~7 (fax); <simonec@OOawa.on.ca>;
<www.,","wa.ooca>
"Native dancers from ~ N<Xth America come together in
celebration Drumming, Native arts and crafts, Native fOlxis"
Annual since 1976

December 12 aDd 13, 1999

CHRISTMAS FUN AT WOODLAND WocxIlaDd Ceo"", ~<rd

W<XXI1and Ceo"", 184 Mohawk St., Brantf<rd, Ont. N3S 2X2

(519) 759-2650; www.wocxIIand-cen"".onca>
"An afternoon of special ~ming, with stocytelling oc a ~

demonsttation, and the Kanala dancers."

January 24, 2@

ROBBIE BURNS DAY CELEBRATION. Mackenzie Hoogo, T<X1Jnto

Janel Scbwanz (Site MaDag..-, Mackenzie Hoogo), clo Heritage

T<X1Jnto, 205 Yonge St., T~, Ont. M5B IN2

(416) 392-{i915 (bus.); 392-0114 (fax);

<infu@t<XmtobistlXyon.ca>; <wwwt<rolltobistocy.on.ca>
"Dance, enjoy music, !kink mulled cider, eat oome Scottish focxIsand

_including the infamoos HAGGIS! This rollicking event will

be in honour of the 24Otb birthday of the also infamoos ~ poet,

Roobie Burns Music will fill the boo.-.,-we'll have Scottish coontty

dancing in the lecture 100m, . harpist playing in the parloor and

bagpipes (parloor type) being played in the biotocic kitchen The

highlight of the day is when we pipe in the Haggis, and, after it is
~, sharing it among oor visit ' Annual since 1986

February 20, 2000

HERITAGE DAY FESTIVAL Wellington Coonty Museum,

Fergus/EkJra (519) 846-0916; <wwwwcmon.ca>
"Multicultunl celeblation with enteI1ainment, focxl and displays."

Febroary 20, 2000
A DAY IN 11m LIFE OF A FUR TRADING POST. Last Mounlain
Hou~ Provincial Hisr..;c Park, Craven
(300) 787-2700
Inclu"" traditional FiM Nations activities

Febroary 25 to 27, 2000
DENARE BEACH WINTER FES11VAL. Denaro Beach
(300) 362-2170
Includes jigging.

Marcb 2 to 4, 2000
MID-WINTER BLUES FES11VAL. Regina
(300) 757-9436; 352-3382

May 20 and 21,2000
REGINA HIGHLAND GAMES, Regina
Regina Highland Festinl Aasn., P.O. Box 3205, Regina, S4P 3Hl
(306) 868-2125 (res.); 306-868-2126 (fax);
< iainmacd@sksympatioo.ca > ;
< WWWgpfn sk. cat culture/ aI1s/bighland/ index. htmI >
"The Regina Highland Games off... piping, <k11mming and dancing
contests, Celtic music perfornlances, and demonstrations throughout
the day Annual since 1996.

May 27,2000
MOOSE JAW HIGHLAND GAMES Cresont Pm, Moose Jaw
(300) 565-2938; 692-9355; 565-m8 (fax)

YUKON TERRITORY

Yukon Tourism, Box 21V3, WhittllOnt, Y.T. YIA 2C6

February 18 to 20, 21XK1
FROSTBITE MUSIC FESTIVAL. Yukon Arts Cen~ and Yukon
CoDege, Wbiteh<xoe
Karen McCann, c/o FrosdIite Music Society, 211 Hanson St.,
Whiteh<xoe, Y.T. YIA lY]
(861) 668-4921 (bus.); 661-2518 (fax);
<fnJSdIite@polan:om.com>; <wwwfrostbite.net>
"The COOLEST Festival Nooh of 60, ~nting many musical
styles and genres, with a little 'something roc everyone'" Annual
since 1919.

QUEBEC

Tourism QuLbec, 1010, nIe Ste-Ca~rine ~st, burtOll
430, Montrta/, QC H3B 1G2

Canseil qutbecois du palrimoine "Wlnt, c.p. 1442, Quebec,
QC G1K 767

February 10 to 20, 2000
CARNAVALSOUVENIR.Cbicoutimi
Inclu,,", folic dancing.

Man:h II and 12, 2000
MONTREAL CEL'I1C FESTIVAL. Spectrum, MOIItreaI
Mootrea1 Spectrum, 318 St. Catherine West, MonUU1, QC H2X
2Al (514) 790-1245; 861-5851; <apatrick@totaJ.net>
Annual since 1992.

Apri125 to 30, 2000
MUSIQUE MUL 'I1-MONTREAL, LE FESTIVAL DES MUSIQUES
ET DU MONDE/MUSIC MUL'I1-MONTREAL 2000, THE
WORLD MUSIC FESTIVAL. Mootrea1
Anne-Marie Desloogchamps, clo Musique Mu1ti-Mon1r~, 2005,
Victoc-~ St., Unit 208, Moo1r~I, QC H3M 1S4
(514) 856-3787; 856-3340 (fax); <mmmail@cam<rg>;
< www.musiquemultimontrea1.com>
"Since 1991, Musique Multi-MonUU1, Le Festival des Musiques et
du Monde, offm a w<rld music showcase Out of hunlk"eds of
applicants, ahoot 30 are ~Iected to participate and share the stage
during thematic evenings Soloists and gtOUps from all oogin join
Quebec's celebrities. Tugether, they create ooginal pi=s and songs
as well as unf<rgettable moments
"Pnxk1it dans uno focmule showcase depuis 1991, Musique Multi-
Moo1r~, Ie Festival ""' Musiques et du Moode, ~nte des
spectacles th~matiques metlaDt en soble uno trentaine de d6;0uvertes
Klectionntes parmi une centaine de f<rmatioos auditionntes R6mis
aulout de JKXte-parole reconnus pour loUt aPP<rt ~ Ia vie artistique
qu&6:oi~, ""' attistes de Ioute <Xigine s'allient pout cr6:r ""'
oeuvres in6lites et ""' moments inoubliables" Annual since 1991.

CAMPS AND COURSES

Beginning of ~, 2000
CHEHALIS DANCE CAMP Camp Elpbinstone, near Gib~
Landing, B.C. Sbelagh Maguire (~) 944-3056 (res.);

<shelagbm@direct.ca>; <www.vcnbc.ca/vcountly>. An oot-of-town weelcend dance camp, featuring a f.-m of cOODtly

dance called COII1radance Taugbt by a caller (as per square dancing),
and dODe to live 1raditiOllal fi~e music. Beginnen, couples, singles,
all are welcome; DO membership ~uired. Wnsh~ are given in
other dance fomlS, musical instruments, and ",Iated areas. Practi-
tioners tend to transcend into ecstasy' Annual since 1988

February 4 to 13, 2{XXJ
KUUMBA-A CELEBRATION OF AFRICAN HERrrAGE
MONTH. Harl!wrf1oot Centre, T<xooto
(416) 973-3IXKJ; <www.harlJwrfront.on.ca>
"Festivities Wring African Heritage Mooth include music, dance,
film, stmytelling, a comedy cabaret, and more. "

February 21 and 27, 2IXXJ
LISTEN UP!-TORONTO FESTIVAL OF STORYTELLING.
HaI1Joorfront Centre, T.-ooto
(416) 656-2445
"A two-day festival filled with W<XIsbops, stmytelling sets roc all
ages, music and concerts; afternoon programs are free, mocning
w<xkshops and evening C(XIcerts ticketed." Annual since 1979.

March 11 and 12, 1999
WARKWORTH MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL Sandy Flat Sugar
Busb, WarkwMh (705) 924-2057
Includes old time fi«kDe music.

March 26, 2IXXJ
ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM CELTIC CELEBRATION. Royal
0n1ari0 Mu_m, T<XOOto
Ian G. McGregoc, 100 Queen's Part, Tcwmto, 0IIt. MSS 2C6
(416) 586-5797

April 2, 2{XXJ
SPRING MAGIC. Fulton's Pancake Hoose and SugaItJusb,
Pakenbam (613) 256-3867; <www.fultonsfarm.com>
Includes old time fi«kDe music

April 2 to 6
FIDDLE AND STEP. Town Hall Heritage Theatre, Wingham
(519) 357-4082
"The best fi<kDers and ~cers, a toe-tapping, energetic sbow, in
conjunction with the Belmore Maple SynIp Festival."

SASKATCHEWAN
April 7 to 9, 2000
TORONTO SPRING THAW. E8stmjnster United Ch=b, T..wto
Tom Caldwell (T<XIXtto Coontry Danc~), 17 Langwitb 0.,
B~pton, Ont. L6Y IZ9 (905) 456-1532 (res.);
<zydeco@dancing.tXJI>; <scauwaterloo.ca/ntca>
"Th= days of J"'rticipattry even1s-con~ dance, square dance,
couples dancing and music-making. No partn~ needed, beginn~
welcome" Annual since 1995

Saskatdlewan Q,burol Exchange Society, 2431 8th A~.,
Regina, Sask. S4R 5J7

Tourism Saskatchewon, 500-1fXJO AlbeIT St., Regina, Sask.
S4P 4L9; 1-800-667-7191; </Ta~/.i11fo@sasktourism.com>;
<www.sasktourism.comtev>


