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1998 Membership Survey

This is an informal survey based on members' responses to the questions on renewal forms. It's nowhere near being scientific,
but it may provide an interesting comparison with results of other years.

Percentages follow the figures.

1997
104

1996
90

1998
70Number of responses:

93 (89.0)
7 (6.7)
4 ( 3.8)

78 (86.7)
6 (6.7)
8 (8.9)

First Language: English
French
Other

65 (92.8)
1 ( 1.4)
4 (5.7)

9 ( 8.7)
46 (44.2)
13 (12.5)

10 (11.1)
46 (51.1)
14 (15.6)

Second Language: English
French
Other

4 ( 5.7)
31 (44.3)
9 (12.9)

38 (36.5) 27 (30.0)28 (40.0)Academic affiliation:

We leave it to readers to draw conclusions this time.

News, Views, & Stuff

The Toronto Camerata society has announced that Petrina
Bromley of St. John's, Newfoundland, has won their 1998 Folk-
song Competition with her arrangement of "Never Wed an Old
Man," which the judges admired for its "wit, simplicity and
singability. "

The deadline for submissions for the 1999 competition is
June 1, 1999. Rules and an entry form can be obtained from the
society'swebsite, <www.torontocamerata.org>, by email from
< awenk@sac.on.ca> , or by writing Arthur Wenk, Director, St.
Andrew's College, 15800 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario UG
3H7.

Bob Jensen of Jensen Productions reports that their new
web site is up and running, with photos and bios of all the artists
they represent (which includes Modabo), as well as links to their
artists who have their own websites. The address is:
<http://www.jproductions.com> .

George Smith is a fine singer of Lancashire songs who lives
in Canada but maintains ties with the Harry Boardman Founda-
tion and the family of the late Mr. Boardman in England.
George is importing several items connected with the family, and
wants CSTM members to be aware of them. First is Manchester
Ballads, a collection of 35 "facsimile street ballads" selected and
edited by Harry Boardman and Roy Palmer. Each song is printed
on a large folded card sheet, with a facsimile of the original

broadsheet on the left-hand interior page, and music notation,
commentary, glossary, &c., on the right. There's also an exten-
sive introduction, and the whole is packaged in a handsome and
durable case. The entire collection sells for £10-a bargain, if
you ask me!

Secondly, there's Deep Lancashire, a re-release on CD of
two Topic LPs from 1968 and 1970 (the other was Owdham
Edge). Harry Boardman sings on 7 of the 27 tracks; many other
fine Lancashire traditional singers are included, and Harry and
Lesley Boardman are among many providing instrumental ac-
companiment. As you might expect from Topic Records, the ac-
companying booklet contains extensive notes on the singers and
the songs. The price for this is £8.

The third item being imported is a cassette of unusual
Christmas music, Fish from Oblivion, recorded by Ben Barni-
coat's Rough Notes, a group including Tim Boardman, Harry's
son. Subtitled A miscellany of Christmas chants and folk
carols from two millenia, this recording is a wonderful source
for those of us on the lookout for less common seasonal songs-
and finely sung as well. As with the CD, in addition to the I-
card there's a booklet with informative notes on the songs. The
cassette is selling for £6.

George Smith can be contacted at 84 Woodfield Crescent
SW, Calgary, Alberta T2W 2G4; phone (403) 281-2540. Over-
seas readers might prefer to contact Mrs. Lesley Boardman
directly at 5 Cranston Grove, Gatley, Stockport, Cheshire,
England SK8 4HS.
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