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A Peak in Darien

If you read last issue's introduction you might understand the title-but we still need a catchy name for this feature. Any
suggestions? (And, I guess we don't all use the term "product," even though it's spreading-the insidious mindfog is creeping
over more of us as time goes by...)

OI-eaIis NightVisiORl. GLCD IIS2. Green LinnetReco.Is, 43 Beaver Brook Rd., Danbury, CT06810,
USA

Robert & Su~. In tile Backyanl. EIIandet1ton 95CDI. EIIanOOl'stOll PndIctions, 1209 Alrkrman Rd,
VictlWia, B.C. V9A 4A8

M~ Scarlett. The Fundamental Thinp. Pyramid PDOI3. Pyramid ReC<K'ds, 512 Roxton Rd., T<XOIIto,
Ont. MOO 3R4. (See aiM> Three by Three)

Scarlett, Washington and Whiteley. ~ by Th=: Old Friends Meet Again. (A let m8Ik up of the
three CDs found individuallyel~wherein tIIis list.) Pyramid PDO12 Pyramid ReC<K'ds, 512 Roxton Rd.,
T<XOIIto, Ont. MOO 3R4.

Recordings

AlItt Ego. Mtmoires d'INtremer. XENO 4035. Xenopbile Reco1Is, 43 Beaver Btook Rd., Danbury, cr
(X;SIO, USA

Rjck B.x:k1Ie1'. Trouble With the M.,... Harby Dar Music, Box 224, Wha1etown, B.C. VOP 1111

Bill BCMIme and SbaDn.xI Jolin_. Victmy TraiD. Fn:e Radio CD 001. Fn:e Radio Rec.-ds, 6814 -110
St., EdmODtIm, AIta. T6H 3E7; Feroval Disbibutioo, 1351 Glut St., Vancoover B.C. V5L 2X7

Rick Fielding. LifeliBC. CD-123. FoIk-Lepcy Reco1Is, P.O. Box 1148, 85 Sharon MINntain Rd.,
Sharon, cr~, USA

Alasdair Fr.-, Buddy McMaster, Natalie McMaster, Jmy Holland and Aly Bain (with the ~ ~sh
Fiddle Club) Scottish Fi..ne Ralty COIIcert HighlightlI985-1995: Masten of Scottish and Cape
BrdonFicklling. PAD 105D ~~shFi<klleClub, P.O Box 823, North Cambridge, MA02140,
USA

Th=SlrongWinds. We Are Here. Amabilis AM 451. JimRdmoodsoo, 1023E. 21st Ave., Vancwver,
B.C. V5V IS6

KinlkOO SpiriIo. Canadiu Harm..)'. KinlkOO Spirits, P.O. Box 5834, Victcxia, D.C. V8R 6S8

Penny Lang. Carry On Chi~. SWPL-~1-2. Festival Dislnbutioo, 1351 Grant St., VUrolv.. D.C
V5L 2X7

BarTy Loft. LeaD . Little. Lofty Folk 623667-2~. BarTy Loft, 4«J4 15th St. SW, Calgary, Alia.
T2T 4B2

Keith Walker. Give Me Your Hand. (no ~ 00 packaging)

Jackie Washingtoo. Keeping Out Of Midief. I'ynmid POOI4. Pyramid Rec(K\Is, SI2 Roxton Rd.,
T(XUIIfo, Ont. MOO 3R4. (See also 'I1n'ee by 'I1n'ee.)

Ken Whiteley. Acouatic Electric. I'ynmid POOlS. Pyramid Rec(K\Is, SI2 Roxton Rd., T(XUIIfo, Ont.
MOO 3R4. (See also 'I1n'ee by 'I1n'ee)

Slewan Mclaac. 1ft. Groove ill. Oro¥c. WCDS1218. SootbwlXxi ~ctioo" RR#I, Gravenhum,
Ont. PIP IRI

Comptes- rendus/Reviews
Boob

Gene Wilburn. Northern Journey: A Guide to Canadian Folk Music. Teeswater, Ontario: Reference Press, 1995. pp.xvii, 336,
$38.97.

What the...! Why the Folk?
The title on the cover of Northern Journey: A Guide to

Canadian Folk Music differs from the catalogue listing (from
which I purchased the book), which appears on the title page,
in that it adds the words on CD. Perhaps this was intended as
a cautionary note, for the cover does suggest a little of what is
to be found in Gene Wilburn's 1995 buyer's reference. Half the
front cover is a delightful smiling photo of a young fiddler,
Cyrena Eddy of St. John's, Newfoundland. There is an irony
here, for the name of Ms. Eddy does not appear among the over
1300 names in the 14 page Artist Index. Who then does appear?
First, performers who have been on CDs released in the past
decade. The recorded performances are thus predominantly
recent, but there is a representation of CD-reissued material
from earlier vinyl and/or cassette tape productions. Of all those
artists, only some 325 have an entry in the guide. With even
that many, one wonders what criteria Wilburn uses to call all
their performances "Canadian Folk Music."

Gene Wilburn is aware that the title needs explanation. He
enlisted Gary Cristall (for 15 years Artistic Director of the
Vancouver Folk Music Festival, now the Jazz, Folk and World
Music Officer at the Touring Office of the Canada Council, and

currently listed on the Board of Directors of The Sing Out
Coq>oration) to write a three page Foreword. Cristall tells us at
the start that the book "is going to change your life. It is also,
if you have any imagination at all, going to cost you a lot of
money." He suggests that if you are not going to use it as a
buyer's catalogue you don't buy it. I reply that the book does
act as a quite full overview of what is happening throughout
Canada in that commercial category labelled "folk music."

Access is through the Artist Index (where the page
references for the main entries are in bold type), the 84 page
Song Index, and, in the book's main body, the alphabetical
listing of the highlighted artists or groups. As they appear,
under each name is from one to three descriptive tags in which
Wilburn places the performer(s)/performance(s), followed by an
introduction to the artist(s), a little background with pointers to
the CD, and then a listing of the cd(s) by title, record label, and
contents. Wilburn gives each disc a rating on a four-star scale
plus a check for those specially recommended.

In giving tags or labels to the performers, Wilburn and his
helpers (he lists several) provide a view of what they mean by
"folk." In his Introduction, Wilburn writes:

To the probable distress of musicologists and folk-
lorists, I've used the termfoik to include the spectrum


