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coquetterie et des comportements entrepris sans
calcul pour leur consequences. Comme dans bien
d'autres recits folkloriques, la cupidite et la fierte
demesuree soot ponies, la bonte est recompensee,
ainsi que l'astuce et l'action hardie. Et voila donc
la morale des meilleures histoires, et comme disent
les conteurs quebecois, "~, c'est pour vrai".

remercier cette faveur, Dieu a donne aux gitanes
deux recompenses: ils ont Ie droit de voter tout ce
qui n'est pas cloue en place, et its sont a I'abri de
l'influence du violon du diable. Une autre histoire
suggere que durant la guerre entre Ie ciel et les
enfers, Gabriel joua un violon (et non pas one
trompete) qui etait si mal accorde que Lucifer et ses
alliees furent forces de se retirer.

Depuis ce temps, Lucifer a toujours ete
I'adversaire des violoneux. (Ce recit vient de J.
Mason Brewer, qui l'a trouve il y a cinquante ans
chez les afro-americains de la riviere Brazos du
centre du Texas.)Motes.

I. Certains ont dit que les
I'influence du violon du
parce qu'un gitane a vole
Ie coeur du Christ durant

2. et 3. (voir version originate de l'article).

Traduction: Andre Gareau

~~~

At one dance, as a side order, I entertained by riding "bucking" cowboys, while they were down
on all fours. If I was not bucked off, they paid me a dime, but if I was thrown, I took their
suspenders with me. The latter was known as "pulling leather" and was not allowed in a real
riding contest.

~~~

Henry Langlet often played his violin at the old time dances; one night at Jim Wishart's, he did
not have an A or D string, but he overcame the shortage by peeling off a couple of strings of
the right size from a slab of sinew which Mrs. Wishart kept to sew mocassins. The dance kept
on until daybreak, with Henry's No. 11 shoes pounding the floor, keeping good time. Henry
would sing, too; his'favorite song was, "Susan Jane with a mouth like a cellar and a neck like
a crane." He pronounced mouth "mouse."

John J. Martin, The Rosebud Trail (Gleichen, Alberta)

~~~

[At box socials] the men had no ideas as to whose box they were bidding for, but many a
lovesick swain would be tipped off by his ladylove as to which was hers, so that he'd be sure
to get it. Sometimes their plans would run afould with the result that sometimes a brand new
romance was born.

Looking Back (South Edmonton. Alberta)

seuis qui sont a I'abri de
diable sont Ies gitanes,
Ie ciou qui devait percer
Ia crucifixion. Pour


