(23)

IN MEMORIAM

After six months of illness, Mr, Alan Milis, the famous
Canadian folklorist and former mewber of the Canadian Folk Music
Society, passed away in Mentrsal, the scene of his lifework, on
June H-ig 1977.

A native of Lachine, historic suburb of Montreal, he was
originally & nswspaperman who began to collect and sing folk songs
as a hobby, "He received his sarly prefessioonal training in In-
terpretation of folk songs from the noted English musicologist &nd
singer, the late John Goss, with whose gquintet of "lLondon Singers"
he toured the United States and Canada in the late thirties. Since
19447, he has been featursd regularly on the National and Internsati-
onal Services of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation in his own
program of folk songs and in many other network broadcasts®. 1)

The artist Alan Mills was not an ethnic imitator, but a
sophisticated singer of folk songs. In & Moncton TIMES AND TRAN-~
SCIPT article of April 196k, Dick MacDonald, writing about Mr. Mills:
concert given in this city, said:

"A polished perforrer, a brilliant perscnality, s dédicated promotsr
of Cenada's hiestory in Polk music. That is Alan Mills®,

During is stay in this c¢ity, he invited the performers "to dig up
soms of the tunes from the Maritimss - Helen Creighton had listed
some 5,000 from Nova Scotia itself ~ and present them to the masses".
Alan Mills' suggestion received full spproval,

People of this country end of other lands became familiar
with Alan Mills' warm baritone voice and his equally-warm psrsonality.
For years, Alan Mills and Réléne Balllarpeon, twc of Canada's foremost
interpreters of folk songs, worked together ss & team. If they became
kniown ¢¢ thousands of Canadian radio listeners and teisvision viewers,
they wers sisc known outside of Canada through their American recordings
of Canadian Folk Songe, as well as through thelr transcriptions and
three years of weekly short-wavs bresdcasts to Furepe and latine
Americe for the Internatiensl Service of the Canadian Broadeasting
Corporation. Since 1955, Alsn Mills also worked very closely with
Mr, Jean Carignan, the outstamcing Canadien Fiddler with whom he gave
concerts in Canada, the United Sistes, Creut Dritein and France.
"Songs and Flddle Tunes of Canada®, interproted by these two artists,
appesr on Folkway Record FG 3532.

In constant demand for concert sppearances, Alan Mills, if
he sang for numercus city audisnces, did not neglect invitations
coming from schools; colleges and universities, Mrs. Barbara
Cass -~ Beggs of the Canadian Folk Music Sociely, presented
the artist to several Schocls in Saskatchewan; she had been profoundly
impressed by his human attituds towerds young folks.

(1}Foliways Record, FC 7750 - Christmas Songs of Many lands,
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Husie Society, Mr, Millis had & host of i‘mzsmis &‘nd caua‘e:n\,ﬁf’mzae
These, along with m;;s vellt works of enduring value, To
£ small number of iness: Helsn Creighton, Héldme Balillaw
Carignan, Edith P@%‘§a§§ Richard fohnston, Kennsth Peacock,
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"He wea a truly prest Canszdian. He was an zxprig“zé man, & Jovial, humble
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